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WORDS MATTER 

Points to think about 

 

1) What is America?  What defines us?  Our form and shape comes from our laws; laws are the legal rules that 
define any society.  In this country, the highest laws come from our Constitution, which is informed by our 
Declaration of Independence and the Preamble to the Constitution itself.  If we don’t know what words those 
documents actually contain, we don’t know what America actually is, and we cannot effectively protect and 
defend our free nation.                                                                                           WORDS MATTER 

2) The Threat to the United States of America: 

 “If …(the People) become inattentive to the public affairs…(those who are in charge of governing us) shall all 
become wolves.” Thomas Jefferson, 3rd President of the United States.  Written 1787  WORDS MATTER 

3.)  The Answer to The Threat to United States of America: 

“I know of no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves; and if we think 
them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take 
it from them, but to inform their discretion by EDUCATION.  THIS IS THE TRUE CORRECTIVE OF ABUSES OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL POWER.” (caps added) 

Thomas Jefferson, President of the United States, No. 3. Written1820.                                 WORDS MATTER 

4.) It has been said that the United States is supposed to be a country that is governed by the rule of law, not 
by the rule individual human beings. What does this mean?  Do you believe this is important to our nation?  
Why or why not?                                                                                                                              WORDS MATTER 

5.) Since the time of our Founders, “vigorous public debate” about policy questions has been treasured and 
encouraged. Today, many of us seem to be engaged in vigorous debate about personalities rather than 
policies.  Does this help make us stronger?  Weaker?  Why?                                                WORDS MATTER 

6.) “Political” and “Partisan” mean two different completely different things. Does the widespread  failure to 
distinguish between the two words affect our public discourse?  How?                                       WORDS MATTER 
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