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 Message Points – Kirsten Engel Presentation 

 
• Although the views of each individual legislator matter, the ability of a legislator to effect his or her 

views is profoundly influenced by whether or not they are a member of the majority party. 
 

• The majority has established rules for each chamber that favor members of the majority party. 
 

• In the House, the majority maintains control through election of Speaker and, through the Speaker, 
Committee Chairs. 

 
• Committee chairs can choose what bills to hear or not hear. 

 
• Upshot is a lot of bills by minority party never heard in Committee and not passed as Floor 

amendments. 
 

• Examples of bills never heard by any Committee because the Committee chair person refused to hear 
the bill include bills reflecting large societal support on topics such as: 
 

• The Equal Rights Amendment  
• Comprehensive background checks for gun purchases 
• Closing Sales Tax loopholes  
• Automatic voter registration 
• Clean energy legislation 
• A freeze tax credits for private school tuition 
• A bill to allow individuals to buy-in to Medicaid 
• Bills to fund Community Colleges and financial aid for post-secondary education 

 
•  Additional examples of the overwhelming influence of the majority is found in the passage of the 

budget each year.  Because the majority works out a budget deal in advance to the bill being heard in 
either chamber, the majority refuses to accept any amendments to the budget, even if those 
amendments reflect the substance of bills introduced by majority party members during the session. 
This enables the majority to pass an identical budget bill in each chamber and dispense with the 
requirement that each chamber swap budget bills so as to pass the changes made in each chamber. 

 
• Examples of floor amendments to budget bills proposed by Democratic members and which were 

voted down on entirely party lines include: 
 

• Rep. Powers-Hannley amendment to authorize state expenditure of $55 million in federal 
childcare subsidy dollars.  This bill would not cost Arizona a cent. 

 
• Rep. Butler amendment to continue enrollment of kids in KidsCare if Arizona has sufficient 

funds to do so and even if the federal government fail to cover 100 percent of costs.  This bill 
was identical to a bill introduced during the session by a Republican. 

 
• Engel amendment to repeal provision shifting desegregation tax burden shouldered by state to 

TUSD property owners. 


